Muscular Contraction.?The advocates of tlie old doctrine that muscle is destroyed during contraction, and that the urea eliminated is the measure of this destruction, were confounded by the famous experiments of Fick and Wislicenus. Those experiments appeared to prove that the true source of muscular activity was non-nitrogenous food. Dr. Parker has taken up the interesting question and has studied the phenomena in two soldiers.
Without going into details, suffice it to say, that with the same quantity of ingested nitrogen, there was an increased excretion of azotized matter when the voluntary muscles were at rest, and that, on the contrary, in opposition to all our preconceived notions, this excretion was diminished during periods of active exercise. When rest, however, followed a period of active exercise, there was a slight but long-continued excess 
